
HOMILY: 5th Sunday of Lent 
Jn 11:1-45 
 
Jesus delays. 
 Jesus did not go to Bethany to heal Lazarus immediately after he was informed 
that his friend is seriously ill. Instead, he continued his preaching and healing as if he is 
not affected by his friend’s condition. The truth is, Bethany is just more than a mile away 
from Jerusalem, and the Jewish leaders were already plotting against him. Going closer 
to Jerusalem means getting closer to his suffering and death. Jesus delayed his visit , 
because he was also struggling emotionally and mentally as he nears his end. But his 
love for his friend superseded his fear, that is why after some days he decided to come. 
For Jesus, coming to Jerusalem during the Passover was an act of courage. 
 I salute people who set aside their personal interest for the sake of the ones they 
love. Parents who take a lot of sacrifice, who work harder so that they may be able to 
provide for their children. Those in the medical, emergency and security professions 
who would take the risks just to save lives. Our soldiers who bravely fight to protect the 
interest of our nation. We call them life’s heroes because of their courage and 
selflessness. I admire too those Christians who brave rejection, ridicules, suffering and 
even death because they stand for morality, justice, and truth, they live their faith and 
fight for God. We consider them saints or martyrs of faith. 
 
Jesus weeps. 
 In his lifetime, Jesus is generally perceived as an authority who possesses 
miraculous divine power. However, in the gospel today, we see a different type of Jesus. 
He weeps for the death of his friend Lazarus and grieves with Martha and Mary. By 
weeping, this proves that Jesus is truly a man like us and is acquainted with grief, that 
there is no shame in tears and Jesus is not ashamed of his humanity, that he identifies 
with others in their sorrow, and he loves people. An author said: “Jesus had humanity in 
its perfection, and humanity unadulterated is generous and sympathetic.” (Clarke) 
 The gospel gives us so much consolation specially for us who struggles and are in 
pain. We are not alone in this difficult journey and specially with our experience of grief. 
God sees our tears and is moved with compassion. God is touched by our tears and 
remembers our tears. God acts to dry our tears even  though we feel there is no end to 
our miseries. Now, we have the reason to be open to God and speak from our hearts in 
prayers. We have God who can really understand. The thought of having God by our 



side who feels for us, is truly inspiring and consoling. Therefore, why should we be 
afraid. Jesus our friend is always here. 
 
Jesus commands. 
 Upon his arrival at the grave of Lazarus, Jesus commanded the stone to be 
removed. There was hesitation on the part of Martha; she said to Him, “Lord, by this 
time there is a stench, for he has been dead four days.” The other command of Jesus is 
address to Lazarus: with a loud voice he said, “Lazarus, come out!” And after they have 
seen Lazarus alive, Jesus gave his disciples an order, “untie him and let him go.” All of 
these commands: removal of the stone, coming out of the grave and untying of the 
graveclothes, refer to freeing oneself from the darkness, stench of sin and hopelessness. 
Lazarus has come to life and this miracle moves his sisters and other witnesses to 
believe in the power of Jesus, in the power of God. They have been freed from their 
unbelief and most likely, these people will march with Jesus in his journey to Jerusalem. 
 Sometimes in life, there is huge stone blocking us to see the light and see Jesus. 
We could not grow spiritually because of the stone of sin. That is why, during this lent, 
Jesus is commanding us to remove the stone, remove our sin by coming to confession. 
We need to come out from the cave otherwise we will be trapped in darkness. Those 
who have been living in sin, this is the time to decide, to come to Jesus and repent. If we 
are going to put an end to our sins, then we shall be free. We will be filled with peace 
and joy knowing that God has forgiven us. This coming Wednesday, on Be-Reconciled 
Day, please do not miss the chance to do confession. Like Lazarus, we may have a taste 
of a new life, a new beginning. 
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